
It was a real pleasure seeing you in New York the other night. I only regret that 
I had to rush out so soon after the symposium to appear on a radio p r ~ g r a m . ~  I 
felt that the panel went over fairly well but I was somewhat disappointed with my 
own participation. I had the feeling all along that I did not get to answer the vital 
questions confronting the Southern Negro. In fact, I felt that the whole panel fell 
to grapple with the basic questions. All and all, however, the experience was very 
rich. I was very happy to meet so many white persons of financial means who are 
so intensely interested in our struggle for freedom and justice. I owe you a deep 
debt of gratitude for the contact. 

19 Dec 
1956 

With warm personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
Minister 

MLEmlb 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 62. 

3. King and Rowan appeared on the NBC radio show “Tex and Jinx” from 10:35 P.M. to midnight 
(see Dorothy L. Barker to King, 7 December 1956). 

“Integrated Bus Suggestions” 

19 December 1956 
[Montgomery Ala.] 

On 17 December the Supreme Court rejected city and state appeals of Browder v. Gayle 
and ordered Montgomery S buses desegregated. Three days later, when the court order 
arrived by mail, the MIA held two mass meetings to formal4 call the bus boycott to an 
end and prepare for the next day when the protesters would return to the buses. After 
several week of well-attended nonviolent training sessions, King and Glenn Smiley 
prepared these guidelinesfor mass distribution.’ 

This is a historic week because segregattion on buses now been declared un- 
constitutional. Within a few days the Supreme Court Mandate will reach Mont- 
gomery and you will be re-boarding integrated buses. This places upon us all a 
tremendous responsibility of maintaining, in face of what could be some un- 
pleasantness, a calm and loving dignity befitting good citizens and members of 

I. King reprinted these suggestions in Stride TowardFreedom, pp. 164, 169. 48 1 
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19 Dec our Race. If there is violence in word or deed it must not be our people who 

For your help and convience the following suggestions are made. Will you 
read, study and memorize them so that our non-violent determination may not 
be endangered. First, some general suggestions: 

1956 commit it. 

I .  Not all white people are opposed to integrated buses. Accept goodwill 
on the part of many. 

2 .  The whole bus is now for the use of 4 people. Take a vacant seat. 
3. Pray for guidance and commit yourself to complete non-violence in 

4. Demonstrate the calm dignity of our Montgomery people in your 

5. In all things observe ordinary rules of courtesy and good behavior. 
6. Remember that this is not a victory for Negroes alone, but for all Mont- 

7.  Be quiet but friendly; proud, but not arrogant; joyous, but not bois- 

8. Be loving enough to absorb evil and understanding enough to turn an 

word and action as you enter the bus. 

actions. 

gomery and the South. Do not boast! Do not brag! 

trous. 

enemy into a friend. 

NOW FOR SOME SPECIFIC SUGGESTIONS: 

I .  The bus driver is in charge of the bus and has been instructed to obey 
the law. Assume that he will cooperate in helping you occupy any va- 
cant seat. 

2 .  Do not deliberately sit by a white person, unless there is no other seat. 
3. In sitting down by a person, white or colored, say “May I” or “Pardon 

me” as you sit. This is a common courtesy. 
4. If cursed, do not curse back. If pushed, do not push back. If struck, do 

not strike back, but evidence love and goodwill at all times. 
5. In case of an incident, talk as little as possible, and always in a quiet 

tone. Do not get up from your seat! Report all serious incidents to the 
bus driver. 

6. For the first few days try to get on the bus with a friend in whose non- 
violence you have confidence. You can uphold one another by a 
glance or a prayer. 

7. If another person is being molested, do not arise to go to his defense, 
but pray for the oppressor and use moral and spiritual force to carry 
on the struggle for justice. 

8. According to your own ability and personality, do not be afraid to ex- 
periment with new and creative techniques for achieving reconcilia- 

482 tion and social change. 
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9. If you feel you cannot take it, walk for another week or two. We have 
confidence in our people. GOD BLESS YOU ALL. 

THE MONTGOMERY IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 
THE REV M. L. KING, JR., PRESIDENT 
THE REV. W. J. POWELL, SECRETARY 

TD. MLKP-MBU: BOX 2. 

To W. A. Gayle 

19 December 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

In a letter also sent to the other two commissioners, Clyde Sellers and Frank Parks, and 
to Police Chief G. J Ruppenthal, King requests additional police patrols along bus 
routes to ‘prevent possible violence.” Two days earlier the city commissioners had 
indicated that, although they had “no alternative but to recopize”the S u p r a  Court 
decision, they promised, “through every legal means at our disposal, to see that the 
separation ofthe races is continued on the public transportation here in Montgomery. ” 
Zn a thinly veiled attack on King they added that “it is hoped that those recent comeys 
to Montgomery, who claim to be the leaders ofthe boycott-crusaders here, and who have 
day in and day out, in nearly every state in the Union for over a year, denounced the 
white race, will cease their hypocritical and unjustafiable attacks upon the people of 
Montgomery and their Board of Commissioners and will counsel the members of their 
race not to act unwisely.”‘ Ruppenthal rejected Kings request for additional patrols, 
telling reporters that his department would provide “only regular protection. ”2 

The Honorable Mayor W. A. Gayle 
City Hall 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Mayor Gayle: 

We greatly appreciate all efforts which you have previously made to maintain 
the peace and to keep violence at a minimum, through your public statements 

19 Dec 
‘956 

I .  AI McConagha, “City Bows to Court Decision, Pledges Fight for Segregation,” Montgomery Adver- 
tiser, 18 December 1956; and Statement by Board of Commissioners, City of Montgomety, 17 December 
1956. A week earlier, in an interview with Southern Regional Council representatives, King indicated 
that “the power structure of Montgomery is concerned about this situation. They seem more alert 
than they have in the past. They told the Negro leaders, ‘Don’t worry about the White Citizen’s Coun- 
cils, or the City Commission.’ . . . The Negro community is ready with a quiet approach-anonviolent 
one, to resume riding buses. The Mayor had said quietly that he would not permit violence” (Emory 
Via and Fred Routh, Memorandum to SRC staff, 17 December 1956). 

P. ‘‘ ‘Regular Protection’ Given ‘Danger Zone,’ ” Montgomery Advertiser, 21 December 1956. 483 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project 




